
 

 

 

Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Primary School 

Half –term planning 2020/2021  

Nursery: Autumn 1 

 

 Week 1 & 2 
Settling in weeks 

Week 3 
Settling in weeks 

 
 

Red Week 

Week 4 
 
 
 

Blue Week 

Week 5 
 
 
 

Yellow week 

Week 6 
Black history 

month 
Africa week 

 

Week 7 
Black history 

month 
Caribbean week 

 

Week 8 
Black history 

month 
Carnival week 

Topic Me and My World, Colours & Black History Month 

Curriculum Skills 
& COL superhero 

 
Introduce the 

skills 
superheroes 
each week 
through a 

chosen story 
Children to work 

together to 
make a display 
…add photos of 

the children 
showing 

superhero skills 
during each 

week… 

 
Creative 

 
Self Management 

 
Managing 

Information 
Thinking, problem 
solving & decision 

making 

 
Working with 

others 

 
Working with 

others 

 

 
Self-

management 



 

 

             RE See RE plan 

Learning to make 

the sign of the 

cross and daily 

prayers 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit, Amen, 

prayer, hands, 

prayer words, God, 

Jesus 

See RE plan 

Learning to make 

the sign of the 

cross and daily 

prayers 

 

Introduce Creation 

Story 

Key Vocabulary: 

Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit, Amen, prayer, 

hands, prayer words, 

God, Jesus, made, 

world, earth, sun, 

moon, day, night, 

light, dark, animals, 

man (Adam), Woman 

(Eve), animals, fish, 

seas/ocean, land, 

sky, plants. 

See RE plan 

Learning to make 

the sign of the 

cross and daily 

prayers 

Blessing of the 

day 

Creation Story 

Key Vocabulary: 

Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit, Amen, 

prayer, hands, 

prayer words, God, 

Jesus, made, world, 

earth, sun, moon, 

day, night, light, 

dark, animals, man 

(Adam), Woman 

(Eve), animals, fish, 

seas/ocean, land, 

sky, plants. 

Beautiful, look 

after, wonderful 

See RE plan 

Learning to make 

the sign of the 

cross and daily 

prayers 

Blessing of the 

day 

Creation Story 

Key Vocabulary: 

Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit, Amen, 

prayer, hands, 

prayer words, God, 

Jesus, made, world, 

earth, sun, moon, 

day, night, light, 

dark, animals, man 

(Adam), Woman 

(Eve), animals, fish, 

seas/ocean, land, 

sky, plants. 

Beautiful, look 

after, wonderful 

See RE plan 

Month of Mary 

Short version of 

the Rosary 

Blessing of the 

day 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit, Amen, 

prayer, hands, 

prayer words, God, 

Jesus, promise, 

Mary, Jesus’ 

mother, blue, 

rosary beads, ten, 

decade, glory be to 

the father prayer. 

See RE plan 

Month of Mary 

Short version of 

the Rosary 

Blessing of the 

day 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit, Amen, 

prayer, hands, 

prayer words, 

God, Jesus, 

promise, Mary, 

Jesus’ mother, 

blue, rosary 

beads, ten, 

decade, glory be 

to the father 

prayer. 

See RE plan 

Month of Mary 

Short version of 

the Rosary 

Blessing of the 

day 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit, Amen, 

prayer, hands, 

prayer words, 

God, Jesus, 

promise, Mary, 

Jesus’ mother, 

blue, rosary 

beads, ten, 

decade, glory be 

to the father 

prayer. 

 
Literacy 

Core Story 
 

Core stories 
from class library 
& Sharing 
children’s 

Core stories Core stories Core stories 
Elmer stories 

 

Core stories 
Introduce Black 
history month 

Core stories & 
Caribbean 

stories 

Core stories & 
Carnival stories 
 



 

 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phonics 
 
 
 

summer ‘Me and 
my world’ books 
 
 

Introduce Elmer

 

Elmer stories

 
 

stories – make a 
class basket 

Read Handa’s 
Surprise

 

 
     
 

 

 
Mathematics 

 
 

Introducing 
number song 

board and 
adding children’s 

favourite 
number 

songs/introduce 
maths area and 

number song 
props 

Introduce 
birthday number 

display 
Key Vocabulary: 
number names, 
song names, 
counting, next, 
after, all together, 

Number songs, 
start at 3 if needed 
e.g. ‘three little 
ducks” 
General counting: 
using fingers up to 
5/ 10/beyond if 
ready 
Key Vocabulary: 
number names, song 
names, counting, 
next, after, all 
together, less, now. 

Number songs, 
start at 3 if 
needed e.g. 
‘three little 
ducks”: Counting 
up and counting 
down. 
General counting: 
using fingers up 
to 5/ 10/beyond 
if ready 
Number 
recognition 
Counting out 
objects to match 
numbers 
Key Vocabulary: 
number names, 

Number: 
Ordering Elmer 
numbers on the 
number stick 
 0-10 
Play missing 
numbers games. 
Key Vocabulary: 
number names, 
song names, 
counting, before, 
next, after, all 
together, less, 
now, left, number 
stick, order, 
missing, sequence. 

N: Counting the 
Fruits in Handa’s 
basket, taking 1 
away each time 
as you retell the 
story 
How many are 
left? 
Now there is 1 
less. 
Emphasising 
number is 1 less 
and smaller 
Key Vocabulary: 
number names, 
counting, 1 less, 
gone, left, smaller, 
counting 

SSM: Introduce 
a 2D shape each 
day: Circle, 
Square, 
Triangle, 
Rectangle  - use 
shape feely bag, 
and the shape 
songs 

Friday – recap 
all shapes and 
sort the shapes. 
Key Vocabulary: 
shape names, 
shape song 
words, sides, 
corner, vertices, 
long, short, 

SSM: Introduce 
patterns 
through carnival 
theme – making 
carnival hats 
using 2 (and 3) 
colour patterns 
Key Vocabulary: 
pattern, colour 
name, after, next, 
repeat, continue, 
check. 
 



 

 

less, now, 
birthday, age, 
how old are you? 
3/ 4 Years old, 
months of the 
year. 

song names, 
counting, before, 
next, after, all 
together, less, 
now, left, number 
stick, order. 

backwards, all 
together, total. 

straight, curves, 
round, pointy, 
diagonal. 

 
Understanding 

The 
World 

Talking about 
their families 

And their 
summer holiday 

experiences 
 

Share favourite 
fruits at snack 

table 
 

Talk about 
favourite meals 
(linked to home-

corner) 
 

Key Vocabulary:  
family member 
names, family, 
home, together, 
love, like, 
summer, weather 
words, season 
words, breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, 
snacks, food 
names, healthy, 

Exploring colour 
mixing primary 

colours 
  

Looking after our 
pet African snails / 

Sharing our Pets 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Colour names, mix, 
change, new, pets, 
pet animal names, 
describing words for 
different Pets, care, 
look after, naming 
Pet items eg. Collar, 
lead, bowl etc. 

Exploring colour 
mixing primary 

colours 
Helping to plant 
Spring bulbs in 

the garden 
 

Sharing photos 
and pictures of 
our local area – 
linking it to our 

construction area 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Colour names, mix, 
change, new. 
Bulbs, seed, plant, 
soil, water, grow, 
planters, watering 
can, trowel. 
Poplar, Wades 
place, market, 
church, park, 
shops, road, 
crossing, traffic 
lights, Canary 

Exploring colour 
mixing primary 

colours 
Helping to plant 
Spring bulbs in 

the garden 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Colour names, mix, 
change, new, 
Bulbs, seed, plant, 
soil, water, grow, 
planters, watering 
can, trowel, 
greenhouse, 
sprout, bud, stem, 
leaf, roots 

 

Making Fruit 
smoothies/Fruit 

kebabs with 
African fruits 

 
Explore African 

culture and 
animals 

(PowerPoint & 
videos) 

Children sharing 
their cultures 

 
Key Vocabulary: 
fruit names, 
African country 
names, flags, 
world, map, 
countries, places, 
songs, dancing, 
instrument names, 
family, colour 
names, animal 
names, patterns. 

Explore 
Caribbean 

culture and 
animals 

(PowerPoint & 
videos) 

 
Children sharing 

their cultures 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Caribbean 
country names, 
flags, world, map, 
colours, places, 
songs, dancing, 
instrument 
names, family, 
food names, 
animal names, 
patterns. 

Make Banana 
carnival muffins 

 
Key Vocabulary: 
ingredient 
names, peel, 
mash, mix, stir, 
pour, oven, bake, 
rise, hot, cool 
down, describing 
words linked to 
senses. 
 



 

 

unhealthy, 
cooking, utensil 
names, kitchen 
furniture names 

Wharf, buildings, 
offices, DLR, train, 
stations, 
underground.  

 
Expressive 

Arts 
& 

Design 
 

Role-play: 
Home-corner 

 
 

Painting self-
portraits 

 
 

Learning about 
resources and 

using the 
creative areas 

 
 

Role-play: Home-
corner 

 
Explore the colour 

RED 
 
 

Making their own 
Elmer using a 

range of resources 
 
 

 
 

Role-play: Home-
corner 

 
Explore the 

colour  

BLUE 
 

Making their own 
Elmer using a 

range of 
resources 

 
Creating pictures 
of local buildings 

around 
school/our 

homes 
 

Role-play: Home-
corner 

 
Explore the 

colour  

YELLOW 
 

Exploring colour 
mixing primary 

colours 
 

Role-play: Home-
corner – add 
Handa’s story 

props & African 
music 

 
Observational 

painting- Handa’s 
fruits 

 
Painting African 
animal patterns 

 
Learn African 

songs and simple 
dances (kye kye 

kule etc) 

Role-play: 
Home-corner- 
add So Much 
story props & 

Caribbean 
music 

 
Painting 

patterns onto 
fabrics 

 
Making Flag 
bunting to 

represent every 
child’s home 

country 
(parental 

involvement) 
 
 

Learn Caribbean 
songs and 

simple dances 
(kye kye kule 

etc) 

Role-play: 
Home-corner –  

add carnival 
costumes and 

music  
 

Making hats, 
shakers, and 
bracelets for 

carnival 
 

Carnival dancing 
and singing 



 

 

PSED 
& 

PSHCE 
Being me, my 

world 

Introduce class 
rules and garden 
rules  
 
Reading Golden 
rules big books – 
link to our 
Gospel Values 
 
 

1ST topic: Being 
me, my world 

Interest Me: Sing the 
Jigsaw Song: ‘The 

Colours of Friendship’. 
Then put brightly 

covered box in centre 
of room with an 

assortment of age- 
appropriate toys from 

the setting; explore 
together. Encourage 

conversations (naming 
them, describing them, 
whether the children 
have them at home. 

Help Me Learn: 
Introduce Jigsaw Jenie 
and explain that when 
they are holding it, it is 
their turn to share and 
everyone else will 
listen. Children to 
share their name and 
say/point/collect their 
favourite toy. Say why 

they like it.  

Questions: Does 
anyone have them at 
home? Which is your 
favourite toy? Why?  

Let’s Think: Just like 

Being me, my 
world 

Interest Me: Sing the 
Jigsaw Song: ‘The 
Colours of 
Friendship’. Show 
the children pictures 
of different children 
feeling happy and 
sad. Children to 
name the emotion 
and sort them into 
two hoops. Pass a 
mirror round and 
have a go at making 
a smiley face and a 
sad face 

Help Me Learn: Re-
introduce Jigsaw 
Jenie and recap rules 
of when they are 
holding it. Explain 
when children start 
nursery they feel all 
types of feelings and 

that’s OK  

Questions: Why 
would some children 
feel sad/happy at 
nursery? What could 
we do to help 
ourselves feel better 

Being me, my 
world 

Interest Me: 2 key 
workers role-play. 
They are playing 
independently and 
key worker A asks 
the other to join in. 
Key worker B refuses 
and says, “This is my 
toy and you can’t 
play with it.” He/she 
then leaves mess all 
over the floor and 
key worker B steps 
all over it rather than 
picking it up. Key 
worker A says, “Oh 
dear, that’s not very 
nice is it? Now I am 
feeling sad.” 

Help Me Learn: Ask 
the children what the 
problems is and what 
the solution could 
be. Children talk in 
pairs discussing the 
problem and share 
with group and then 
come up with some 
solutions. Reiterate 
that the children are 
now part of 
________ 

Being me, my 
world 

Interest Me: Sing the 
Jigsaw Song: 
‘Choices’. Have 
Jigsaw Jenie facing 
the wall. Key worker 
asks, “What’s 
wrong?!” Jigsaw 
Jenie whispers in the 
key worker’s ear. 
Keyworker explains 
that Jigsaw Jenie was 
playing outside with 
friends and someone 
wanted to join their 
game but Jigsaw 
Jenie said no and the 
other child kept 
asking and asking 
and then Jigsaw Jenie 
hit him.  

Help Me Learn: 
Explain to Jigsaw 
Jenie that the other 
boy was probably 
very sad and upset 
because he wasn’t 
allowed to play, but 
Jigsaw Jenie should 
have used words and 
not hands. Share the 
book, ‘Hands are not 
for hitting’, or 

Being me, my 
world 

Interest Me: Play a 
game of Fruit 
Salad: give children 
a different fruit 
name and then 
when you call out 
the fruit those 
children swap 
places. When fruit 
salad is called 
everyone swaps 
places. After the 
game, ask the 
children how it 
makes them feel to 
play games. Extend 
by saying that 
when we are at 
________ 
nursery/pre-school, 
we all have the 
RIGHT to play and 
to feel happy. 

Help Me Learn: 
Have pictures of 
rights, e.g. children 
looking at a book, 
playing outside, 
drinking water, etc. 
Play the ‘What If’ 
game. What if we 
were not allowed 

Being me, my 
world 

Interest Me: Role-
play. One adult 
gives the other 
something 
‘precious’ to look 
after, saying 
“Please look after 
it, you are 
responsible.” As 
soon as they are 
gone the adult 
messes around 
with it and breaks 
it. The other adult 
comes back and 
they have to 
explain what has 
happened. 

Help Me Learn: 
What are we 
responsible for in 
our setting? Are we 
responsible for 
tidying up/listening 
to adults/playing 
nicely with our 
friends? What 
happens if we don’t 

do it? Questions: 
What things are 
you responsible for 



 

 

these toys they all 
belong in their own 
place; we all have our 
own homes and 
families but when we 
are together we are 
the (nursery/pre-
school name) family. 
We are all different 
(unique) because we 
like different things 
and we have different 
toys at home. 

if we are feeling sad? 

Let’s Think: Explain 
that when we are at 
nursery/pre-school 
we need to be kind 
and caring friends: “If 
you see someone 
without a smile, give 
them one of yours”. 
Play a game of ‘Pass 
the smile’ round the 
circle. 

nursery/pre-school 
and they are all to 
work together to 
look after each other 
and their 

setting. Questions: 
How does it make 
you feel when 
someone won’t 
share with you? Why 
should we look after 
our setting?  

Let’s Think: All work 
together to tidy up 
the mess and the 
adult times them. 
Share how long it 
took to tidy up and 
point out that when 
children work 
together as a team 
it’s much more fun 
and jobs get done!  

 

similar. Talk about 
each page and what 
is going on, apply to 
the children’s 

experiences. Quest
ions: Have you ever 
been hurt by 
someone else? Have 
you ever got cross 
and hit someone? 
How does it feel if 
someone won’t let 
you play or join in 
with their game?  

Let’s Think: What 
can we say or do 
when we feel 
ourselves getting 
cross? What if 
someone is hurting 
or annoying you? 
Children to discuss in 
pairs whilst an adult 
writes up their ideas. 
Recap that hands are 
best when they are 
kind. Pass Jigsaw 
Jenie round for hugs 
from each child. 
Encourage the 
children to say what 
Jigsaw Jenie should 
do next time.  

 

to 
play/sleep/eat/be 
warm/have 
friends? Key 
worker to write 
down all the ones 
that apply to their 
setting. Refer back 
to previous 

sessions.  

Questions: How 
would you feel if 
someone told you 
weren’t allowed 
to...? Would that 
be OK?  

Let’s Think: We all 
want to be happy 
and we can help 
each other to be 
happy with the 
things that we do. 
Sing ‘If you’re 
happy and you 
know it’ - change 
the words to, ‘If 
you’re happy and 
you know it give a 
hug/give a 
smile/help your 
friends/look after 
our toys’, etc. 
Children can decide 
on the actions that 

at home? 

Let’s Think: Give 
every child a teddy 
that they are 
responsible for, for 
half hour/longer if 
it suits. They have 
to look after their 
bear and make sure 
they keep it with 
them. They are 
RESPONSIBLE for it.  

 



 

 

will match the line. 

Trips / special 
days 

 
 

    Parents 
supporting with 

black history 
month 

cooking/visiting 
to talk about 
their culture 

 
African 

drumming 
workshop? 

Parents 
supporting with 

black history 
month 

cooking/visiting 
to talk about 
their culture 

 

Carnival day  
Non-uniform 

 
 
 
 
Trip to the local 
park – looking 
for signs of 
autumn?(OR 
autumn2) 

 


